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Getting To Know You  
(The Marc Peloquin Edition) 

I attended Catholic Mass for eighteen years; let’s face it—I don’t remember the first five 
years. Mass was held on Saturday nights and Sunday morning as early as 6 am, lasting as late as 10 
am. The early Mass was usually in Latin or French and mostly attended by the older generation of 
the community. The Saturday night Mass was known as the “hang-over Mass”.  Young adults would 
want to go out and party on Saturday night and knew they would not make it to Mass on Sunday 
morning; so they went to Saturday Mass at 6 or 7 pm. When I was eight years old, I could say the 
whole Mass, word for word—all except for the sermon, which always pertained to me somehow. I 
didn’t know how the priest knew what I did the week before but his sermon was always about me. I 
figured out many years later that the Bible always pertained to us and was a good tool to live our 
lives by. Catholic Mass is very predictable; we sit, we stand, we kneel, and we repeat the process. 
Even receiving Communion every week seemed to lose some of the importance because it was just 
part of the service: at the same time every week, week after week. Only the sermon was a surprise 
(and always my favorite part of mass).   

In the thirteen years that I remember, I didn’t learn a whole lot about the Bible. In fact, I 
learned more from the movie “Ten Commandments” with Charlton Heston than I did going to Church, 
or Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD), or Catechism. (I just learned what the acronym CCD 
stood for by “Googling” it.) Catechism is an exposition of the teaching from the Roman Catholic 
Church. We didn’t take Bibles to church or even own a Bible that could be taken. The only Bible we 
had was a family displayed Bible on a table at home. We were no different from all the other parish 
members; none of them took Bibles either. We were never encouraged to read the Bible out of 
church. Only the priest or father of the congregation read from the Bible (or someone who was se-
lected to read Scripture during the Mass). About a year ago, while talking to an acquaintance, I 
learned that she was taking a Bible to a Catholic church now, so maybe things have changed. Many 
times the sermon was about money—money that the priest thought we should be giving. I remember 
that every fall we were reminded of the heating oil bills to come, and spring brought higher electric 
bills for air conditioning. One year, the priest said that every head of the family should tithe half an 
hours’ wage for every family member that attended church. I told my Dad I would save him some 
money and not attend anymore because I didn’t think the church should set the amount of tithing. 

My whole life, I believed in God but never understood the importance or impact my faith 
would have in my life. In fact, I knew Jesus died for my sins but again I didn’t know the importance. I 
made my confirmation (becoming a confirmed Catholic) when I was fifteen but didn’t understand 
what I was doing. It was like I was just going through the motions with my friends. How could I be-
come a confirmed Catholic without knowing about the Bible? Maybe it’s a sign of maturity or just the 
fact that I have learned more in the past four years than I have in all of my forty-four years. When 
something becomes important, it’s amazing the changes you are willing to make.   

Growing up in the Catholic Church, being “born again” had a negative connotation. I heard 
a man tell another man he was born again and the man replied that he (himself) did it right the first 
time. I believed being born again was not necessary. As children, none of us could ask our parents 
about the Bible, they relied on the priest to answer questions. I don’t think my parents were learning 
either. We went to church every Sunday but never spoke of religion afterwards. None of my friends 
did either. Religion was only for church on Sunday morning and the rest of the day was just like Sat-
urday.  Continued on p.3 



 

    While walking through a crisis, we feel sad. We cry. We 
share hugs and comforting words to help ease the pain. What a 
consolation it is to see a friend offer a shoulder to lean on, or give 
of their time to listen, letting us air out and organize the confused 
thoughts that are traveling through our minds. In Genesis 2:18, 
when God created man, he said, "It is not good for the man to be 

alone. I will make a helper suitable for him."  

 In this Scripture God was talking about male needing fe-
male. But right now I want to take it a bit out of context by stating, 
“It is not good for anyone to be alone in this world, we all need 
someone.” People need people! Of course, my mind goes to this 
due to the fact that just recently our family, along with other families 
in our congregation, has experienced the death of a close friend or 
family member. We have first-hand knowledge of the pain a heart 
feels when given the dreadful news. At the same time, we also 
know how “cared for” we feel when we are surrounded by loving 
people who truly want to help. It is amazing the people God puts in 
place for those exact moments we need them. I have to think, if we 
had not made friends and acquaintances before the occurrence of 
my brother-in-law’s death, what a different outcome it all would 
have been. We would have been so alone. But it is not only in the 
matter of death that we need others. It is needed in daily living. 
Take some time to evaluate in your own life the connections you 
have made or need to make. Maybe there is someone already in 
your life that needs your listening ear or your shoulder to lean on. 
Be open to God and his prompting. Be sure to “have people” in 
your life; they are a gift from God. And make sure you are “a peo-
ple” to others. Hebrews 3:13a, “But encourage one another daily, 

as long as it is called today.” 
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Life Talk  with Caroline  

The Bethel Middle School Department 

would like to in-

vite all middle 
school students 

to join us for an 

a d v e n t u r e 

packed year! We 
want to provide 

an environment 

where students 

of faith can 
share fun and fellowship.  Tell your par-

ents!  Invite your friends!  Most impor-

tant, stay tuned for more information on 

upcoming events. If you have questions 
or ideas for activities, please contact the                    

Jr. High Directors: 

 

Firman and Jenell Schlabach 
Nelson and Renee Miller 

Scott and Jeanie Kauffman 

tHe MiDdLe GrOuNd 

ATTENTION GILRS!ATTENTION GILRS!ATTENTION GILRS!ATTENTION GILRS!    

Revolve Tour Presents 4REAL 

God loves you.  The real you.  4 Real! 

Moms and daughters in Jr. High or 

High School are invited.  Please con-

tact Ashley Troyer or Jenell Schla-

bach asap if interested.  A group will 

travel together if there is enough in-

terest in tickets.  

4Real comes to Orlando in 1 month, 

29 days. October 30October 30October 30October 30----32, 200932, 200932, 200932, 2009  

Amway Arena 

revolvetour.com 
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Continued from page 1 

 Knee pain is a frequent cause of disability in the United States. Knee pain afflicts all age groups and both 
genders. Unfortunately, walking can be seriously impaired by knee pain. Following are a few common sources of 
knee pain as well as information regarding their solutions. The most common source of knee pain is Osteoarthri-

tis. For our discussion purposes, we will only discuss Osteoarthritis, not all types of arthritis.     

 Osteoarthritis is the wearing of cartilage- the thin covering of the knee joint surface. As the cartilage 
breaks down, bare bone is exposed through excessive friction on the cartilage which is often very painful. Solu-
tions to Osteoarthritis include remaining as thin as you are able. For every extra pound you carry, there is about 
four pounds of force passing through your knee. Glucosamine and Chondroitin have only been slightly supported 
in scientific literature as helping the health of cartilage. Once Osteoarthritis is advanced, Glucosamine and Chon-
droitin actually help very little if at all. Exercises may help the muscles that control the knee get stronger and help 
stabilize the knee. Bracing may help support the knee as may the use of a cane or walker. Non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory medications (like Motrin or Aleve, or prescription Celebrex) and surgery also may help Osteoarthritis 

when other conservative measures fail. 

 Other sources of knee pain include problems of the Meniscus. This is the padding between the knee joint 
surfaces. It may tear, break down from 
wear and tear or get pinched from move-
ment of the knee. It may be very painful 
and may cause the knee to lock, pop or 
swell. Solutions to Meniscal damage in-
clude injections, non-steroidal medication, 
surgery, or just strengthening exercises, 
stretching exercises or nothing in some 
cases. Fortunately, any combination of 
the above may be very helpful and it is 
advisable to see if it will heal on its own if 
tolerated. My years of experience as an 
Orthopaedic Physical Therapist  has 
helped me guide many patients in  man-
aging their knee pain. For consultation 
call 941-586-8390 or write to me at 

clpenner@verizon.net.clpenner@verizon.net.clpenner@verizon.net.clpenner@verizon.net.    

Health Corner with Conrad Penner 

(ACL) 

(shin bone) 

(knee cap) 

Looking back, all the families that I knew were the same way. I don’t think church was ever men-
tioned in school with any of my friends. I never got that feeling of belonging to a community of believers 
until I started going to and becoming a member at Bethel. We, as a family at Saint Joseph’s in Woon-
socket, Rhode Island, were never involved in anything other than attending church every Sunday.  Don’t 
misunderstand me, my parents were wonderful, they were foster parents to over thirty children and never 
said “no” when the state of Rhode Island called, at any time of day, and needed a home for a child. My 
dad was always helping someone with their home then working on our home afterwards. My dad passed 
away when I was twenty-one. At his wake there were over 2,000 friends waiting in the rain to pay their 
respects. To this day, I have never known anyone to have more people that cared so much to wait in the 
rain for a wake.  Everyone who knew my dad became his friend. I love and miss him everyday. I just wish 
I hadn’t wasted so much time not learning the wonders of my Heavenly Father.   

Maybe I just needed a different approach to worshiping. Change can be a good thing. That’s probably why there 
are so many different churches. We all need to find that place where we fit in and feel comfortable. Wonderful things will 
happen when you feel part of a spiritual family. Thank you, Pastor Adin and all who have made my family and I feel part of 
the family here at Bethel.                                                    - Marc Peloquin 

“How could 
I become a 
confirmed 
Catholic 
without 
knowing 
about the 
Bible?”  
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Take a moment… and pray:    
• For families grieving from                    

the loss of loved ones 

• For all students  

• For the upcoming revival– that it 

might begin now in our             

hearts and lives 

• For Hailey Yutzy– 6 month old 

daughter of Jon & Joy Yutzy,         

recovering from an infection 

• The Youth Pastor search 

 Abe Miller, born February 7, 1923 in Plain City, 
Ohio to Eli and Sarah (Troyer) Miller, died Saturday, Au-
gust 15, 2009 at the age of 86 years, 6 months and 8 
days.  He and his wife, Inez, moved to Sarasota in 1985 
after selling Miller Cabinet Co., a business he started and 
owned for forty years which still continues today.  He was a 
member of Bethel Mennonite Church.  

 He is survived by his wife, Inez (Beachy) whom he 
married Dec. 16, 1945.  They were married 63 years.  Also 
surviving are a daughter, Esther and Lloyd Miller, and a 
son, Adin and Susie, both of Sarasota; grandchildren: 
Michele Bazzy (John Fahey), Gayle Miller, Janice (Mahlon) 
Strader, Heather (Doug) Yoder, Eric (Randi) Miller; great 
grandchildren: Brent Miller, Dakota Bazzy, Ashley and Alli-
son Strader, Sierra, Carson, Chelsea and Tessa 
Yoder.  Also surviving are two brothers: Oliver Miller of Mil-
roy, IN, Ura and his wife, Katie, Miller of Sandy Lake, PA, 
and one sister, Annie Gingerich of Plain City, OH.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, sister, Mary Hostetler, 
and four siblings who died in childhood.  

 Abe was in a highway tractor accident when he was 
21 where he lost both legs, one above the knee and the 
other just below the knee.  In spite of his handicap he was 
a successful businessman and served as treasurer of 
United Bethel Mennonite Church, Rosedale Bible School, 
and United Bethel Medical Aid, all in Ohio.  After retiring to 
Sarasota he and Inez bought and remodeled several 
houses.  He was able to fix most anything and rigged up 
many things to be more self-sufficient with his handicap.  In 
the last years he had a lot of nerve pain in his legs result-
ing from his accident but we never heard him complain or 
ask “why did it happen to me?”  

 “Pap”, as we called him, was not a man of many 
words but he was a man we looked to for business ad-
vice.  He was a man of integrity and he loved his fam-
ily.  Pap enjoyed playing Scrabble and card games before 
macular degeneration affected his eyesight.  He looked 
forward eagerly to heaven and Saturday morning at 3 a.m. 
we imagined him running in heaven.  We miss him but re-
joice that he is pain free and enjoying his eternal reward.  

Editors of the BETHEL BUZZ: Callie Parsons and Heather Yoder 

Remembering  

the Life of Abe Miller 

     
What: Financial Peace University (Sponsored     
 by MMA/Mennonite Financial) 
When: Mondays, September 14 – Dec. 7, 
 2009;  7-9 pm 
Where: Abundant Life Church, 6461 Proctor 
 Road, Sarasota 
Why: Help us manage our finances from a 
 Biblical perspective. 
Cost: $100 per family 
Register: Call 953-4859, or email 
 jillh@mennonitefinancial.com  

TAKE NOTE: 

*  Sept. 11th, Fundraiser dinner in pavilion for  adult    

mission trip 

*  Sept. 13-16th, Revival Meetings with Alvin Yoder 

*  Sept. 20th, Communion in evening 

*  Sept. 25-27th, Youth tubing weekend at Ginnie 

Springs 

*   Oct. 10th, Ladies’ Day Out Spa Day! 

*  Oct. 17-18th, Guns & Guys Men’s Retreat at Gator 

Camp 

*  Oct. 25th, Baptism  (*note date change) 

*  Nov. 1st, New Members Received 

   STAY POSTED: 


