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We have all heard the Christmas story numerous times - but have you really thought about it from the 

perspective of the Innkeeper on that wonderful night? How about what the Messenger Angel may have 

experienced in heaven before heading to earth to proclaim the wonderful news? And the shepherds - one 

of them would surely have a great story to tell. We certainly need to include the thoughts of Mary and 

Joseph, as well as one of the Wise Men that came along later on to worship the tiny King.  

 This month we are blessed to have some of our Bethel friends take on these roles, and hopefully pro-

vide a fresh and personal point of view about Jesus’ birth. Our prayer is that you would be newly excited 

and amazed at what a truly awesome story this is, and how each one of these participants played an im-

portant role.  

 A huge thank you to each one who has taken the time to write for us and the church this past year. 

You have been a blessing to us and to others! We realize that for some the suggestion of putting your 

thoughts into words has been a daunting task, so especially for you - thanks. Your willingness to be 

stretched and challenged is an encouragement to us.  

 We’d also like to acknowledge the faithful contributions of Caroline Stoltzfus and Conrad Penner. 

Your words of inspiration, encouragement, and knowledge have stretched our minds as well as our hearts. 

 May you have a blessed Christmas season, celebrating the miracle of our Savior’s birth! Thanks for 

reading!               Callie Parsons and Heather Yoder 

  Editors 

The Innkeeper tells his part of the story:  
When I think back to that time, it was crazy to see this town so full of people. Never could I have imag-
ined that so many people were from the city of David. Well, when Caesar issued his decree for all people 
to be registered, our town had the most business it had ever seen. 
 It was getting late, and I knew I’d better get some rest because the guests would be up early to get 
their records straight. Since I had even rented out our own bedroom, I just laid down in the lobby in case 
a guest would need something throughout the night. 
 It must have been midnight already when I heard a knock at the door. I thought, “A guest must need 
something.” When I opened the door, there stood a young man looking weary and well traveled. He was 
looking for a room. I just shook my head and shrugged my shoulders. I knew every inn in Bethlehem was 
filled to the rafters. This poor guy was too late. Then I noticed that the young lady with him was with 
child. I felt terrible for their situation, but I didn’t know what to do. I had every room full—even my own 
bedroom. Then, I thought of the stables. I had an empty stall, but that was no place for a young couple 
after a very long day of traveling. I honestly didn’t think they would accept my offer, but to my surprise, 
they were very grateful for it. 
 I was lying down and thinking of this young couple—staying in my barn, of all places. Then I heard a 
quick hard knock. I jumped up thinking “What now?!” It was the young man from the stables. He was 
very excited and said he needed some towels. His wife was having the baby right then! I ran all over 
trying to find towels. Finally, I just grabbed the ones in my bathroom. By the time I got out to the stables, I 
was surprised to see the young woman wrapping up the baby with swaddling cloths. Then, she laid him 
in the manger, which was definitely no place for a baby. 
 The events of that unforgettable night were overwhelming. There were shepherds who came to the 
stables to bow down to this baby. Then, the most unbelievable part was that wise men traveled from so 
far just to bring this baby the best gifts they could find. They came to the stable, saw the baby and called 
him “Messiah”. It was as if they were expecting his birth and as though they already knew him. 

                                                                                                        — Norman Troyer 

Editor’s note: Last month I 

listed Gloria and Sarah 

DeHaven as the winners of 

our “Fun Fact” challenge. 

It was actually Robert and 

Sarah DeHaven - my 

apologies for the mix-up!  

~ Heather 
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The Messenger Angel The Messenger Angel The Messenger Angel The Messenger Angel tells about the night that Jesus 
was born:  
 It was the year 65 BC while the Jews were living un-
der a wicked ruler (Herod the Great) when I, an angel of 
the Most High God, was summoned to appear before 
the heavenly throne. Father God told me I was to take 
a message down to earth and deliver it to some shep-
herds along the Judean hillside. “You will give a mes-
sage to my people Israel. For many have believed since 
the time of Abraham when I promised him I would be 
merciful forever.” (Genesis 22:16-18) And as I told my 
servant David “Thy seed will I establish forever and 
build up Thy throne to all generations.” (Ps. 89:4) 
 So on that night, we went — for the Father said it 
was very important. It had been centuries that these 
people had been waiting for this message. Many had 
gathered with me in heaven, for the Lord was sending 
a host of angels to proclaim His message. It was time 
to go. 
 As we began the journey through the celestial city 
and beautiful land, we exited through the gates of 

heaven. Then, we went down past the heavens, past 
the sun, moon, and all the stars—down, down we went. 
Soon, we were right above the shepherds. I’m sure we 
frightened them. Such a visit often means destruction 
or a message of judgment from the Lord God. Even the 
sheep were frightened! “Don’t be afraid,” I told them, 
“for tonight our message is one of great joy to you and 
to all people. For today in the city of David, a Savior has 
been born. He is Christ the Lord. And here is a special 
sign just for you shepherds: you will find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” 
And now the shepherds heard the choir of angels who 
traveled with me, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace and goodwill to men.”                                                              
 Then, our work was complete. The message the Fa-
ther had given me had been delivered. So up, up we 
went—past the clouds, through the galaxies and into 
heaven. And we heard an echo of the chorus sung in 
heaven: joy, joy, joy!                                      

-- Martha Yoder 

A perspective from Mary and Joseph and the night of the birth:  A perspective from Mary and Joseph and the night of the birth:  A perspective from Mary and Joseph and the night of the birth:  A perspective from Mary and Joseph and the night of the birth:      
As Mary and Joseph traveled to Bethlehem for the Roman census, Mary reflected 
on the last months. The angel Gabriel had appeared to her, telling her she would 
be the mother of the Savior of the world, and she would name him Jesus. Her 
young mind could barely comprehend how this could be—a miraculous conception 
by the Holy Spirit. Imagine the Messiah that had been promised, and she was to 
be his mother. She was troubled and afraid, but she knew in her heart that the 
words of the angel were true. 
 She remembered talking to Joseph and being afraid the disgrace of her preg-
nancy may cause him to break off their engagement. Joseph did consider ending 
his relationship with Mary, but God intervened. He sent Gabriel to him as well, tell-
ing Joseph that their marriage was according to God’s will and confirmed everything that Mary had told him. 
 As they neared Bethlehem, they were joined by many people traveling from distant lands. Mary was becoming 
very weary. Riding on the back of a donkey for those many miles was tiring and difficult for anyone, but being 
pregnant with her first child only added to the toll the trip was taking on her. Mary wanted and needed a comfort-
able place to stay. Joseph did his best to find a room in an inn, but due to so many people being in town there 
were no vacancies. The best the innkeeper could offer was the stable. At least it was dry and warm—maybe even 
warmer than the rooms in the inn due to the animals being in adjoining stalls. 
 After settling in, Mary soon realized the time of Jesus’ arrival was very near. Oh, how she had hoped to get the 
census done and back to their home in Galilee before the birth of their child! Joseph and Mary knew they would 
have to make the best of the accommodations they had. Both were very apprehensive about what was about to 
take place. Would everything be okay? How would the delivery be? How would it go being so far from home and 
not having any family close by? 
 The sound of the baby boy brought great joy to Mary and Joseph. The difficulty of the childbirth paled as they 
both took in all that they were blessed with: an innkeeper who did not turn them away, a healthy child, God’s pro-
vision — but most of all was the divine calling to parent the Messiah, the child who would save the world.   
                 

              — Bert and Betty Horsting 
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 A Wiseman’s perspective: 
As I sat with the other wise men that evening, we looked out the window and saw a very bright star. Fear struck 

me. We began talking and recalled the prophets of old telling of a bright star that would lead to the Messiah. 

We packed our camels and set out following the star. The way was long and I had plenty of time to think about 

all that was happening. Is this real? Am I wasting my time? However, as we continued, calmness came over me. 

We traveled many miles along our journey and finally arrived in Jerusalem. It was proper to present 

yourself to the king upon entering the city. This we did, telling our purpose. The king told us “When you find the 

Christ child, come tell me so I may also go and worship Him.” As we left, I was apprehensive about the King truly 

wanting to worship the child. However, we continued following the star until we came upon Joseph, Mary, and the 

baby Jesus. I fell to my knees and worshiped Him. We gave him our gifts and headed home in another direction, 

for the Lord God had warned us in a dream not to report back to King Herod. 

As we traveled, I was filled with awe and happiness. However, I kept looking over my shoulder expecting 

to see the King’s men coming for us. We arrived home safely with much relief. For the rest of my life, I had 

wonderful memories of seeing the greatest miracle that ever happened.                                  — Gar VanTassel 

A Shepherd’s perspective:  

Sheep, sheep, sheep……. Sheep as far as the eye could see. My shepherding brothers and I called ourselves the 
‘wandering sheepsters’.  My mom even sewed that on the back of our sack cloth. We were pretty cool, I know. 

We probably called ourselves that because we spent a lot of time wondering why we didn’t go to college and 
get more lucrative and exciting jobs. We should have listened to our moms, but apparently God had bigger 
plans for us. (Maybe this first part isn’t all true but you weren’t there, Gary, so you can’t call it a complete lie... 
a little Bethel humor ☺) 

Here is how I best remember it. I was there minding my own business—yes, you guessed it, watching 
sheep. Did I mention this could get rather boring? Have you ever watched paint dry… for several years in a 
row? Try it some time, and then tell me about the exciting parts. If you survive, you can be part of our shep-
herd posse. Back to what happened. I was lying there on the grass with a rock for a pillow, trying to get com-

fortable, and suddenly an angel appeared and the Glory of the Lord shone all around us. Let me tell you—it 
scared me… big time. You know the kind of scared that your mom tells you to be prepared for in case of an ac-
cident? Too bad I didn’t heed her advice. Trust me, I was not prepared. That’s all I am going to say about that. 

The lights were shining, the sheep were making an awful racket, and then the angel started talking to 

us. The angel said. “Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the 
city of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths lying in a manger.” Then a bunch of angels showed up praising God and saying, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

I looked to my partners and said, “Did ya’ll just see and hear what I think I heard and saw?” They 
looked just as befuddled as I felt. We sat there slightly dazed and confused for awhile, finally agreeing we all 
saw the same thing. As my mind cleared I thought, “Why me? Why us? Are we really going to be part of the 
prophecy we heard about all our lives? We’re just lowly shepherds!” 

We gathered ourselves up and started running toward town, the excitement building. We assumed if 
God chose us, He would take care of our flocks until we got back. To be honest, we didn’t really care if He did 
or didn’t, because we were all tired of following those sacks of wool around anyway. I was on a mission, com-
missioned by God. If you look it up we still hold the speed record from where we were to where we were going. 

When we finally found Jesus and the proud parents, we were convinced this was really happening. Did I 
mention we were shepherds, not priests, not leaders, just shepherds? We told Mary and Joseph our story and 
then ran out to spread the news to everyone we could find that the prophecy was being fulfilled before our very 
eyes. Wow, what a night! We went back to the stable and praised God with the new parents. 

I’m telling you this story not for my glory, but for God’s glory. God has a plan for each one of us. It 

doesn’t matter who you are or what your job title is, or if you even have a job. Whether you’re a mother at 
home with your children running a household, a father working at his nine to five career, a son or daughter try-
ing to survive school, or a grandparent trying to figure out what God has planned for you next, I assure you He 
has a plan just for you. Just keep your eyes, ears and heart open. 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.”   Jeremiah 29:11.                                                                               
                                 — Jeff Mast      
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Life Talk with Caroline 

 
Traditions. Do you like them? Are you a senti-

mental kind of person who thinks that if certain 

“things” don’t happen around 

Christmas it just isn’t Christmas? If 

you are, I am standing right be-

side you! There are certain things 

that just make me “feel” like 

Christmas. I want to tell you about 

one Christmas I remember in par-

ticular, and the funny thing is it 

was the only year that it was 

done. It did not become a tradi-

tion but it “saved “ our day. I was probably 

about six or seven. Our family had fallen into 

hard times. Mom and Dad weren’t sure they 

would be able to afford gifts for us that year. 

 They started thinking 

“outside of the box” and de-

cided it was a great year to hit 

yard sales and find used treas-

ures for our gifts. It was an 

amazing Christmas for us kids. I 

don’t have a clear memory of 

what my siblings had in their 

packages but I remember that 

I received a very large doll 

about as tall as me (we could never have af-

forded that size brand new). All of us children 

remember that year. We still talk about it and 

all agree it was our best Christmas. 

 The children’s song “Christmas 

isn’t Christmas till it happens in 

your heart” is so true. You can 

give and give: give large grand 

expensive gifts —“Exactly what 

was ordered” gifts. You can find 

the perfect tree. Hang those 

lights on the best bushes outside, 

cook the best meal ever, but if 

it’s not from your heart where Je-

sus (who is what it’s all about) 

wants to live, it’s not lasting at all. Have a won-

derful Christmas and remember to let it all 

come from the heart. 

Editors of the Bethel Buzz:  

Callie Parsons and Heather Yoder 

Frequently, we are told of certain foods we just 
should not live without. Here are two of them to keep in 
mind. The first is Kiwi fruit. Kiwis are generally brown or 
green in color and are about the size of a small orange. 
They are rich in polyphenols, which are powerful antioxi-
dants that act to protect our heart and blood vessels. 
Kiwis are also rich in Vitamins C, E, magnesium, potas-
sium and copper. The ingredients of Kiwi fruit also sub-
stantially reduce the risk of blood clot formation, which is 
one of the primary causes of heart attacks and strokes. 
Kiwis may be peeled, sliced, or even added to green or 
fruit salads. 

The second food to definitely keep in your diet is 
nuts. Pecans, almonds and walnuts protect the heart by 
supplying high levels of two forms of Vitamin E called 
gamma tocopherol and alpha tocopherol. Almonds are 
especially high in alpha tocopherol. These nuts provide 
much needed antioxidant support to reduce the risk of 
heart disease which is the leading cause of heart at-
tacks. Nuts also help reduce total cholesterol and LDL 
(bad cholesterol) while raising the HDL (good choles-
terol). Eaten in moderation, nuts are an excellent snack 
between meals. A serving portion would be a small hand-
ful of unsalted almonds, pecans and walnuts mixed to-
gether.  

Health Corner Health Corner Health Corner with Conrad Penner 

Foods to Take to the Health BankFoods to Take to the Health BankFoods to Take to the Health BankFoods to Take to the Health Bank    

Hearts Alive! Family Seminar 

Bethel Church, January 17th - 20th 

God created each of us for relationship—first of all with 
Himself, then with others, and also with ourselves. 
Those relationships become the primary target of the 

enemy who comes to “steal, to kill, and to destroy.” 
We’ve all experienced the ravages of his attacks that 
create personal distance from a loving heavenly Father, 
alienation from parents, siblings, and those around us, 
and mar perspectives on our own sense of significance 
and purpose in life. We don’t know how to deal with the 

pain which comes, so we put up protective barriers 
around our hearts to minimize further hurts.  
 Hearts Alive! is a non-profit ministry committed to 
assisting individuals, couples, and families find freedom 
from the resulting emotional and spiritual problems and 
strongholds. We depend on the work of the Holy Spirit 

and practical application of Biblical principles to lead 
people to freedom in becoming the persons God cre-
ated them to be, and experiencing the joy and peace 
He intends for His children. 
 This ministry is led by Don and Marilyn Showalter, 
who will be coming to Bethel to minister and teach 

starting Sunday, January 17th thru Wednesday, Janu-
ary 20th. Plan now to attend each meeting as a family, 
invite your friends, and be blessed! 

**Look for more info coming up next month!** 
  


